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Upper Silesia to Poland and demanding its restitution. The
German Press echoed the President's words and attacked Poland.
The natural result was the suspension, once more, of the negotia-
tions, though ostensibly it came about from Germany advancing
claims which Poland could not recognize.
poland's improved economic situation
On October 31, 1928, the Polish Parliament commenced a new
session. Since its last meeting there had been much discussion
among the party leaders, in the papers, and in Poland generally
of proposals for reform of the Constitution. Pilsudski had spent
six weeks in Rumania to re-establish his health and recruit his
energies; before leaving that country he paid an official visit to
Bucarest, where he had an enthusiastic reception. He returned to
Poland early in October. In the Seym, Czechowicz, Finance
Minister, presented the Budget for the fiscal year 1929-30, and
commented on the financial and economic situation of the coun-
try. The estimates showed a surplus. The improvement in the
economic position was proved by the fact that the number of the
unemployed had fallen more than 50 per cent since the beginning
of the year—80,000 on October i against 165,000 on January i,
1928—though, on the other hand, the trade balance was un-
favourable, and caution was necessary.
DECENNIAL CELEBRATIONS
On November n, 1928, all Poland united in celebrating the
tenth anniversary of the Liberation. The country had experienced
two great dangers and had emerged triumphantly from both: the
war with Soviet Russia and inflation. An immense work had been
achieved in every field of activity—administrative, legislative,
military, social, agricultural and industrial. The Poland that had
been despoiled and all but destroyed during the World War and
the war with the Soviet had been renewed, reconditioned, rebuilt.
The population had increased to upwards of thirty millions, and
the country had recovered from the depression of 1926. Confi-
dence was restored. Danzig and Gdynia gave striking evidence
of the growth of Polish trade and commerce; the total traffic

